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I am far from wiſhing to diſcourage the Clergy of the eſta- 
« bliſhed Church from thinking for themſelves, or from ſpeak- 
„ ing what they think: not even from writing, where the 
e importance of the occaſion may ſeem to demand it, and 
1 where no veightier reaſon forbids it. | 
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Rev. SIR, 


H E R E ſhould rem to be little 

| temptation to argue with you the 
fubj ect matter of your late conſecration 
Sermon. The ſeveral very ingenious and 
maſterly anſwers which were made to cer- 
tain reprehenſible doctrines which you ad- 
vanced on two former occaſions, remain 
not only unconfuted, but unnoticed. A 
candid and impartial judge would neceſ- 
farily enquire after either your defence or 
recantation. In neith er of which how- 
ever can he be fatisfied. 

Still leſs temptation is there to argue the 
merits of the queſtion , with any proſpect 
10 practical good in our on day.—You 
ſeruple not to avow that both the platform 
and ſuperſtructure of our church, is not 
only — as it reſpects the power 
: A 2 0 


. 
of its retainers, but alſo as it regards the 
ſoundneſs of its fyſtem. And this carries 
the moxe diſcouraging appearance, -beeguſe | 
your doctrines are handed into public, not 
under the ſanction of a ſolicited, or un- 


willing patron, but * 2 order of 
the archbiſhop, 


. Under theſe ciſcopragements, this pub- 
| forwardneſs or preſumption. In my own 
15 qpinion it partaketh neither of the 
one nor the other. Nor am 1 ambitious 


9 


an may require. N 
Howeyer certain great n men may be dil. 
oſed to diſcountenance the removal of all 
h to the free eſtabliſhment of 
the word of truth, it is the 1 2 4 of all 
it may be found, "Aa as I cannot © but 
conſider eyery individua] of this empire as 
equally concerned, 1 ip common with the 
greateſt eccleſiaſtic, in all matters which 
affect the national religion; fo from that 
principle, and that only, I trouble myſelf 
with my public examination and repre- 
5 henſion 
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henſion of the dodrines advanced in your 
late extraordinary TE 

- Satisfied alſo in that cauſe, in which I 
now uſe my pen, the cauſe of much in- 
jured liberty—juſt and equal liberty 
ſhall proceed without excuſe in its defence. 
Had my opinions run in the ſame track 
with yours ; or had your arguments made 

me a convert in my principles, you ſhould 

not have heard from me, without receiving 

an acknowledgment. of your ſervices. — 

But the caſe is far otherwiſe. And I reſt 

my juſtification with others, on the force 
of what I have to ſay in oppoſition to that 
ſyſtem which I conſider as pregnant with 
the greateſt danger to the church of Chriſt, 
and involving in it the exiſtence of all the 
reformed churches in Chriſtendom. 
The. ſubmiſſion of ourſelues ta every ordi- 
nance of wen for the Lord's ſake, muſt ever 

de conſidered with theſe. two limitations; 
firſt, that ſuch ordinance of man be not 
claimed. or exerciſed where all authority of 

men is-precluded ; and ſecondly, that ſuch 
ordinance be not, in any wiſe contradictory 

to the poſitive, or by plain conſequence, 

the ordinance of God. 


Under 


1 6 1 

Under theſe limitations, I could reddity b 
have joined iſſue with you, but we differ 
in our very premiſes, ſince theſe conditions | 
are an eſſential requiſite to my obedience, 
and wich do not appear to make any 
previous conſtituent part of yours. And 
further, theſe conditions muſt be equally 
underſtood to affect the extent of the pre- 


cept of your text, as well as the particular, 


and more immediate view with which it 
was written, Equally alſo involved in 
theſe conditions, is the vague and ſolitary, 
but bold aſſertion that ſubjection to autho- 


5 * is the invariablè duty of a chriſtian * 


The haſty and unnatural alliance which 
you make between the civil and eccleſiaſ- 


tiea lauthority, may indeed well ſuit with 


the confequences intended to be drawn 
from thence; but a ſimple aſſertion will 
not be readily received on the bare credit 
of Dr. Balguy, at leaſt by thoſe whoſe 
doubts are not entirely ſatisfied by an ela- 


borate treatiſe from the pen of a certain 


learned prelate now living. Doubtleſo, 


there may be ſuppoſed ſome men yet left 


among us, who are not ſo warped i in their 
accom- 


* Sermon, p. 4. 
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accommodation to the times, as to ſuppoſe 
| the injunCtion in the text extended equally, 
without limitation, to ordinances eccle- 
faftical and civil; and who, fo far from 
agreeing with you in what you conſider as 
little ſhort of ſelf-evident, that the reaſon 
is the ſame in all, that they readily obey the 
one, and as heartily reprobate the other. 
All matters relating to chriſtian faith 
and practice are fully laid down in me 
chriſtian ſcriptures. Theſe are the infal- 
lible guides, and the only ſtatute books of 
a chriſtian. Nor can you, Sir, who pro- 
feſs yourſelf a diſciple of one common 
maſter, with myſelf, refer me to other 
authority, however we may differ f in the 

interpretation of them. 

T be caſe of an heathen emperor being 
the head of a national church, and from 
your own confeſſion, © having 70 right to 
prefer ibe to thoſe who ſeparate themſelves from 
it is readily acquieſced in. Theſe aft, (i. e. 
the ſeparatiſts, ſay you) were ſubject to hin 
in civil affairs only; in matters of religion 
they bad other guides, to whoſe authority 
they were bound to ſubmit. *” Here, Sir, 
e 
* Sermon, p. 4. 
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you diſcriminate, and yet are not backward | 
to give that intolerance to the chriſtian” ma- 
giſtrate, which you juſtly deny to - the 
heathen. This ſurely is charging upon 
chriſtianity what of right belongs not to 
it, I would argue, that the goſpel of 
Chriſt is clear and poſitive i in circumſerib- 
Ing the authority of the civil magiſtrate, 
and aſſerting the fupreme and excluſive 
authority of · Chriſt e in all the con- 
cerns of religion, wherein civil government 
is not affected. Bat I may fave all trou- 
dle on this ſcore, and content myſelf with 
what will every way as well ſerve my pur- 
poſe, ſo far as you are concerned, by re- 
minding you that the archdeacon of Win 
cheſter did aſſure the archbiſhop and cer- 
tain other brethren aſſembled in the chapel 
at Lambeth, on a former ſimilar occaſion, 
that men conſulted feripture, for what was 
not to be found in it, an accurate deſcription 
of their rights and duties *. And for the 
reſt, whom it may concern, I hope they 
need not to be told, or defired always ta 
keep in mind, that the New Teſtament 
„ Sermon at conſecration of the biſhop Ship= 

ley, p. 4+ ; 
is 


119 ] 
is moſt friendly to the religious rights and 
liberties of mankind. 


Beſides, the propoſed unlimitted ſubmic. 
ſion to the magiſtrate, in whom may be 
united the civil and eccleſiaſtical power, is | 
in itſelf, in the manner maintained by you, 
equally applicable to any perſon, or place, 
provided ſuch magiſtrate is but once ſeated 
in the chair of authority. I do not mean 
to reſt much upon the argument, that there- 
fore popery is maintainable on the fame 
principle, becauſe, was the principle right, 
1 ſhould be more contented with its conſe- 
quences ; — but, I will freely own myſelf 
ſenſibly hurt, when I find a dignitary of a 
reformed proteſtant church, boldly advanc- 
ing, in the preſence of certain fathers of 
that church, and in ſome meaſure counte- 
nanced by them, princi iples diametrically 
repugnant to that Reformation in which 
we juſtly make our boaſt, and entirely ab- 


horrent to every principle Upon which it 
can be defended. 


One very remarkable conthifon; and 


which appears to have been dropped as a 
aving of credit, ſhall have its full force 


in Protecting you from the concluſions of 
„ the 


L101 
the foregoing N It is indeed the 
thread, by which ſpare guide I diſcover the 
glimmerings of your protgſtan jm, when 1 
contemplate the reformation; and by which 
alſo I am forbidden ſeriouſly to queſtion 
your loyalty, when I come down to the 
latter immortal period of time, the revo- 
lution. This conceſſion, on which I may 
be pardoned in dwelling ſomewhat more 
than ordinary, is expreſſed in the follow- 
ing words ; We can then only te releaſed 
from ERA. , when we ſee and feel, that 
the abuſe of authority d eftroys the very end 
for which it was given. Till this extreme 
_ caſe bappen , both mint iter and people, i in either 
feciety, will find. their relbecti ve duties very 
Plainly marked out #.” 


And now, Sir, in retutn for all you Can 
gain to yourſelf, by this ſeaſonable quali- 
fication of your hypotheſis, it appears to 

me, as if your cauſe was in the ſame pro- 

portion a loſer, not only in the conſequen- 

ces deducible from it, but by the apparent 
| firſt and ſimple meaning of your words. 

You, indeed, might not either ſee or fee! 


the a abuſe of authority, and i in order to let 
* 


Sermon, p. 6. 
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paſs your plural pronoun, without what 


you might call a cavil; I will ſuppoſe that 


even your auditors do neither ſee, nor feel 
any abuſe of authority, and therefore will 
moſt — on this preſumption, excuſe 
porn no deſire or inclination for 

But you and they do nat count * more 


than you will coollectively number. There 


are others, who from looking through a 
different medium, and from more ſenſi- 


bility, both ſee and fer! what they did and 
do loudly complain of.—My own 3 


ledge will allow me to f 
peak poſitively as 
to this fact, and I truſt your. candar, —4 
even yeur knowledge will confirm 
you in 
the belief, that there are many ſuch among 
the ſons of the church of England. 


If then, under theſe circumſtances ” of 
ſeeing and feeling, we are releaſed from our 
ſubjection, much more were ye intituled 


to a patient hearing and decent treatment. 


And it may not be uſeleſs to appriſe you, 
that the adroitneſs .of an advocate, equal 


to yourſelf, may one day be wanted to ex- 
cuſe that inattention to theſe things, which 
confeſſedly, to ſay the leaſt, has diſtin- 


B 2 guiſhed 
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„„ 
guiſhed thoſe whoſe duty it was to have 
lent an attentive ear, and to have helped 
forward the prayer of our petition. 

But I am not here to be underſtood as 

reſting the defence of the' petitioners on 
the reaſoning from your conceſſion. The 
right of profeſſing the ſufficiency of the 
holy ſcriptures, is defenſible from thoſe 
very ſcriptures themſclves,—defenfible alſo 
on the foundation principle of our eſta- 
bliſhed church; and beſides the right thus 
inherent in the Petitioners as Chriſtians, 28 
members of the Church of England, it 
became alſo their duty. Their allegiance 
to Chriſt, and their affection for our na- 
tional church, demanded at their hands 
that noble and diſintereſted, that Chriſtian 
and Proteſtant ſtand, in behalf of them- 
ſelves and others, which 1 have gene- 
rouſly made. 

With ſomething, very like the air of 
reproof, or inſult, or a mixture of both, 
we are told, that it ſhould never be forgotten 
by miniſters, that they are ſubject to bigber 
authority. They are ts execute law, not to 
make it x. Moſt true is this doctrine, how- 


* Sermon, p. 6. 
. ever 
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ever h expreſſed; unhappily, be- 
cauſe” you ſeem thereby to endeavour to 


lead your auditors, and alſo your readers 


to overlook the beſt ſenſe, of -which' the 


words themſelves are capable.—All mini- 
ſters of the goſpel of Chriſt ſhould and do. 


allow and acknowledge one Lord and one 


maſter Jeſus Chriſt, They ſhould acknow- 
ledge his authority not in word only, but 


in deed, — by living and preaching i in obe- 


dience to it. They are to preach the un- 


ſearchable riches of Chriſt crucified, and 


not to aſſume to themſelves the power ar- 


rogated by ſome, of pardon and abſolu- 
tion; this would indeed be to make tbe 


Jaw, and not to execute it. 


Not fo, however, means the preacher ; 3 
you, Sir, ſeem to fix your eye on human 


authority, and human laws; — acts of par- 
liament and the book of Canons appear 
your dernier reſort. But it has before been 
inſiſted, that theſe are only a ſecondary 


authority, i in caſes wherein good citizenſhip 


is not concerned, — except indeed with 


thoſe who invert the apoſtle's rule, and o- 
bey man, rather than God, 


It 


1 1 

ks indeed, Sir, a melancholy truth 
which you tell us reſpecting the conduct 
of ſome, who profeſſing the greateſt abbor. 
rence 'of fopery, have yet made ' prefenfions 
ſcarce leſs arrogant than thaſe of Rome it. 
ſelf *. — We haye even heard of one, whoſe 
outrageous zeal has gone beyond theſe, and 
who, tho amply heneficed in a proteſtant 
church, declared, after mature conſidera- 
tion, and not in an haſty guſt of paſſion, 
or pique, that he meant to defend not only 
Popery, but Paganiſm itſelf. I mean, ſaid 
he, to defend. Bake Ralle an under 
Heaven T. 

The gentle reproof which you zdminiſ- 

ter to thoſe like- minded proteſtants with 
yourſelf, for giving the ſuperiority to the 
church in preference to the ſtate, appears 
but as the copy of your countenance, and 
was brought into view only, the better ulti- 
mately to reduce the concerns of religion 
equally within the jurisdiction of the civil 
magiſtrate, as the immediate and proper 
concerns of the ſtate. In this view, how- 
ever, it fails, and indeed can, at the moſt, 
* Ib. p, 5 
1 2 Balguy 5 . 1 772. p. 7. 


amount 


_ 

| amount to ns mort than a diſcovery of 
your good inclination. But let me aſk 
„Sir, how thoroughly ſoever, I may 
toptobare- the doctrine of the ſupreinacy, 
or indepentlency of the church, what do you 
mean wheh you ule the expreſſion of church 
an ſtate, or talk of cauſes ecclefiaſtical and 
civil? Theſe feetn to look the fame way, 

however" careleſoly they may be uſed, tho 
I yet know ſome very tenacious of this 
order of the words, and | queſtion whether 
you would not mark and report that man 
a delinquent, who ſhould fo far innovate 
upon cuſtom as to tranſpoſe them. 


The argument which you next offer is 
addteſſed ad himines. F we are not at 
liberty, you ſay, - execute the truſt repoſted 
in #5, we cre ſureh ar iber 70" lay it 
down . This, Sir, is beginning upon a 
tender ſubject to many worthy and excel - 
lent miniſters in our eftabliſhment, and it 
would have been more worthy of your ad- 
vaneed ſtation to have moved ſlowly and fair- 
ly i to have calmed the troubled ſpirit, ra- 
to — inſulted the diſtreſſed minds 


+ Sermon, p. 8. on 
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of ſome of your brethren. The alternative 
is not only a cruel one, but alſo one by 110 


means ſo univerſally agreed 1 in as you may 
be pleaſed to ſuppoſe; Many do not think 
themſelves any more at liberty by the laws 
of God, than they are by the laws of the 
land, to renounce their miniſtry, or to quit 
their preſent ſtations. And this being no 
new caſe, you ought not only to have been 


more cautious in what you advanced, but 


4 have accompanied it, -if poflible, with ſa- 
tisfactory and concluſive reaſons. Fig 


Many there are among our 7 9M , 


valuable, worthy, and no wit leſs con- 
ſcientious than others their, fellows, who 


refuſe to proceed forward in their advance- 


ment, but who cannot ſatisfy themſelves 


in relinquiſhing their engagement to our 


national church, ſeeing the principle of 
that church is no other than the principle 
of their ideal earthly. Jeruſalem. And 
who further in conſcience think it their 
duty to continue in her memberſhip and 
miniſtry, and labour therein for her amend- 


ment.—Theſe men, not leſs uſeful in their 
generation, content themſelves in that li- 


bony which even Dr. Balguy allows them 


in 


5 TY : 
in the thinking for themſelves, Neaking 


what they think, and even writing, where 
the . importance of. the occaſion may ſeem 70 


demand i it, and no weightier reaſon forbi ds it * 


With reſpect to the criminality of break- 
ing through the moſt ſolemn engagements, + 4 
pointed, without doubt, at the declaration . 
of conformity, it may deſerve to be "RY 

marked, that a ſubmiſſion to the penalties 
of diſobedience, have by ſome been conſi- 
dered as ęquivolent to the diſcharge « of- the 
32 The weight of this argu- 
ment” depends upon its influence on the : 


engage 


minds of each, and with thoſe concerned 
it muſt be left ; but it ſhould be here no- 


ted, that you ſeem little appriſed of the ge- 
neral deſertion in the buſineſs of confor- 


mity, not from what is uſual in the pre- 


ſent practice, but from the expreſs letter of 


our eccleſiaſtical law. 


Now, Sir, with regard to the harmony 
ee the pulpit, and the reading deſk, 


I am for a moment left to admire the la- 


titude you allow, tho the whole amounts 
not to the value of a ſugar plumb. - You 


conceive we are not obliged, in our d: iſeourſes 
* Sermon, p. 12. + Ib. p. 8. 
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In 


from the pu his t, either to explain or - defend 
every particular dottrine et forth in the 
articles of religion. But before you have 
proceeded many paces onward, you do 
aſſure us, that every word that comes from 
our mouths in oppoſition ta the eſtabliſhed 
faith, is 4 violation of the moſt ſolemn en- 
gagements, and an act of d. di obedience to lawful = 
authority F. On the contrary, it ſhould 
ſeem moſt plain to me, that if I have any | 
comfort in the non-obligation to defend, 
that comfort muſt ariſe from the doubts 


which I entertain about the truth of ſuch . 


ſome doctrines. But then, if only mere 


ſilence is allowed me, the eſtabliſhment muſt 
look forward to little Improvement in the 
confeſſedly acknowled ged imperfections of 


it, while the miniſters thereof are precluded 
from uttering one fyllable that ſhall lead to 
1 amendment. : 


But the queſtion of the hardeſt ſolution, 


and of main importance in this place, is, 


what particular doctrines are thoſe, reſpect- 
ing which this liberty is allowed? And 
which, by the bye, is a ſecondary and de- 


pendent queſtion on the e one, who 


„ Ih. 1 * =. 400th 5 
| | can 


SES 
5 k 


e 
can authoritatively give the anſwer?—The 
myſteries of Calvin may be as difficult of 


digeſtion to Dr. Balguy, as thoſe of Atha- 
naſius to the followers of Arius or Socinus ; 


yet, nevertheleſs, for any thing that ab- 
pears to the contrary, the one is as much 
impoſed and injoined as the other, and Dr. 
Balguy cannot, of right, take to himſelf 


more liberty herein than any other of his 
brethren, and what then becomes of /6- 


lenin engagements and diſobedience to lawful 
autbority. Indeed I cannot ſee how- you 
can, on your own plan, even go ſo far as to 
acknowledge, that ſome things are to be found 
in our liturgy capable of amendment x, with- : 
out verging towards à violation of the afore- 
faid moſt ſolemn engagements, and an att of 
diſobedience to lawful authority. CO 
Whatever your preſent caſe may require, [ 
it is not my buſineſs to reconcile your con- 1 
tradictions; it is ſufficient for me, if you 1 
can fatisfy yourſelf in them. I covet not 1 
your caſuiſtry, and as I cannot be convinced 
by it, you muſt. be contented with a com. 
pliment on the acuteneſs , inſtead of the 
"My of your argument; and I am 


Sermon, p. 9. — 
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thankful that your ſophiſtry i is yet ſo open 
to detection, as not to endanger the i in- 

fection of ingenuous minds. 
The very great drawback which you 
make from the glory of our national church, 
by an aſſertion directiy repugnant to her 
firſt principle, ſeems, in my eſtimation, 
a crime of ſuch a magnitude, as to deſerve 
reprehenſion in ſomewhat ſmarter lan guage 
than I am inclined to give you. But ſome 
gentlemen who engage in the drudgery of 
an indiſcriminate or univerſal defence of an 
human eſtabliſhment, are even countenan- 
ced in having a fling at the brighteſt jewel 
in our eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem. Thoſe who 
are gifted with foreſight; and ſpeculate upon 
the late run of church defences, are not 
| backward to pronounce upon the neceſlity 
there may one day be for every aſſiſtance. 
But, ſome poiſons, tho more flow in their 
| operations, are not, therefore, lay the 
church N the leſs certain to take 
effect. 
We are next confidently aſlared, that 
es who make a man a preacher, neither re- 
quire, nor authorize him to preach any ather 
doctrine than i 16 agreeable 10 the inſtitutions of 
| the 


. 


trines of the church are agrecable t to the 
word of God. o 


ſixth article, and one of the queſtions put 
to the preacher at his ordination to the 
prieſthood. That queſtion to which I re- 
fer is the. following. &« Are you,” aſks the 
biſhop, © oy perſuaded, that the holy ſerip- 
«tures contain ſufficiently all doctrine re- 
46 quired of neceſſity for eternal ſalvation 


you determined, out of the faid ſcrip- 
cc tures, to inſtruct the people committed 
. to your charge, and to teach nothing, 
« as required of neceſſity to eternal ſalva- 
* tion, but that which you ſhall be per- 


— 
— 


ſpeaks to the ſame effect, and almoſt in the 


ſame words,“. holy ſcripture containeth ä 
« all things neceſſary to falvation : fo that 


© whatſoever is not read therein, nor may 
© be proved thereby, is not to be required 


* of any. man, chat i it ſhould be believed 
as 


* Ib. p. 4 


the fab 9M FEI *, It may be ſo, but | 
this i is on the preſumption that all the doc- | 


Let me here engage in my ſervice the 7 


re through faith in Jeſus Chriſt? And are 


ſuaded, may be concluded and proved 
« by the ſcripture? ”—The ſixth article 
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thankful that your ſophiſtry i is yet ſo open 
to detection, as not to endanger the in- 
fection of ingenuous minds. 

The very great drawback which you 
makefrom the glory of our national church, 
by an aſſertion directly repugnant to her 
firſt principle, ſeems, in my eſtimation, 
a crime of ſuch a magnitude, as to deſerve 
reprehenſion in ſome what ſmarter language 
than I am inclined to give you. But ſome 

gentlemen who engage in the drudgery of 
an indiſcriminate or univerſal defence of an 
human eſtabliſhment, arc even countenan- 
ced in having a fling at the brighteſt jewel 
in our eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem. Thoſe who 
are gifted with foreſight, and ſpeculate upon 
the late run of church defences, are not 
| backward to pronounce upon the neceſſity 
there may one day be for every aſſiſtance. 
But, ſome poiſons, tho more flow in their 
operations, are not, therefore, lay the 
church chymiſts, the leſs certain to take 
We are next. confidently aſſured, that 
they who make a man à preacber, neither re- 
quire, nor authorize him to preach any ather 
doctrine than is agreeable to the inſtitutions of 
Bt | | the 
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the fab iſhed church *, Tt may be ſo, but 


this is on the preſumption that all the doc- 


/trines of the church are Sreecable to the 
word of God. 9 
. me here engage in my ſervice the 
fixth article, and one of the queſtions put 
to the preacher at his ordination to the 
prieſthood. That queſtion to which I re- 
fer is the. following. « Are you,” aſks the 
biſhop, = « perſuaded, that the holy ſcrip- 
s tures contain ſufficiently all doctrine re- 
« quired of neceſſity for eternal ſalvation 


m through faith in Jeſus Chriſt? And are 


* you determined, out of the ſaid ſcrip- 


cc tures, to inſtruct the people committed 


* to your charge, and to teach nothing, 


« as required of neceſſity to eternal ſalva- 


« tion, but that which you ſhall be per- 
ſuaded, may be concluded and proved 
« by the ſcripture ?' The fixth article 


- 
* 


ſpeaks to the ſame effect, and almoſt in the 


ſame words,.“ holy ſcripture containeth 


« all thin gs neceſſary to ſalvation: fo that 


« whatſoever is not read therein, nor may 
«© be proved thereby, is not to be required 


"0 of any man, that it ſhould be believed 
cs 
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„ „ anicle of the faith, or be 3 
1 requiſite or neceſſary to falvation.” 
Theſe references, Sir, ſhould ſeem to 
me to be of full as high authority as the 
igſe dixit of Dr. Balguy, however dignified 
or diſtinguiſhed ; and need I to ſay that 
herein our church, even as by law efta- 
| bliſhed, is made to ſpeak a very different 
language in your 'late ſermon. - You lay 
down and circumſcribe the boundary of the 
preacher, and tie him with cords tighter 
than doth the church herſelf. You have 
once allowed that he is not obliged to de- 
fend every doctrine of the church, but this 
liberty you again cloged and deſtroyed by 
ſubſequent qualifications ; and as appears | 
to me, intended ultimately to leave it open 
only where the ſhoe may pinch the moſt 
in a few nameleſs particulars, not-to be 
uſed as occaſion might require, but accord- 
ing to the will and good liking, or the 
practice of o/hers. On the contrary, the 
church leaves the ſcriptures, the ultimate 
teſt of orthodoxy, and if an individual can 
ſatisfy himſelf in his ſubſcription, I do 
think him at liberty to preach, or other- 
wiſe pram” the truth to the beſt of his 
5 uner- 


| [23] 
underſtanding and ability, according to 
what he ſhall find to be the word of God. 
When you come to allow it to be the - 
duty of a miniſter, as of every other man, 
to ſet bimſelf in oppoſition to doctrines in a 
nati anal church, which be may ſuppoſe are 
_ notoriouſly falſe and impious, or which ſhould 
appear deſtructive to the cauſe of religion and 
virtue, you fail not immediately to eject 
him, even before you allow him the poor 


ilege of compl Fr 114 
privilege of complaint, — He muſt, ay you, ; 
firſt ceaſe to be a miniſter in that ſociety where | 

ſuch corruptions prevail. And when you |} 


have thus lent your hand, and conducted 
him without the pale of your church, it is 
no difficult talk to anticipate your renoun- A 
cing all concern with him by denying him „„ 
fellowſhip- with you. The bleſſedneſs of 
ſuch is readily left by ſome churchmen, 
tho with little cauſe of exultation, as its 
own reward. And while ſome may glory 
in perſecution, there are not wanting others 
who rejoice in being inſtrumental in the 
5 diſtreſs of their brother, | | 
But, after all, what is now become of 
your former confeſſion, that bs was not 


_ obliged 
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obliged to defend every doctrine. And if 
there ſhould be any doctrines in ſuch na- 


tional church either notoriouſly falſe, or im- 


pious, or deſtructive of the cauſe of religion 


and virtue, it may be preſumed, that it 


would be the laſt thing in his thoughts to 
defend ſuch, and more particularly, when 


ſo adroit a churchman as yourſelf had be- 


fore deſpenſed with the neceſſity, and de- 
clared againſt any ex pectation of buckling 
on his armour in defence of them. es 
In the ſame page (p. 11.) you proceed 
with ſuch reaſoning as is only worthy. of 


being turned againſt yourſelf; after you 


have inſiſted that ſuch perſon: muſt ceaſe to 
be a miniſter in that ſociety where ſuch cor- 
Tußti ons prevail, you argue, for he cannot 
in honor accept emoluments and rewards From 


the ſame church, which he is determined to 


oppoſe. If be will af either confiſtently or 


boneſtly, be muſt reſign bis Mee, or we his 
ueriors. 


In anſwer to all this 5 with the 
8 and conduct of the miniſters of 


our national church, I will here only pro- 
duce your own authority, as before ſtated, 


tho indeed it amounts to very little, ſave 


the 


TOY 

contradicting yourſelf, - You may find that . 
you are now more than ſuſpected of oppo- 
ſing not only /ome particular doctrines of 
our national church, but the grand and 
fundamental doctrine on which alone it is 
defenſible againſt the grand adverſary ſeated 
in that City, which ſtandeth on the ſeven 
hills, vet, Sir, you accept of emoluments 
and rewards from the ſanie church, nor do 
we hear of any intentions of your reſgning | 
your office. . 

We are now arrived at he duties of the 
people, and as I am not concerned with : any 
particular view, with the obligations of the 
miniſters only, I will wait upon and attend 
youthrough all you have to ſayon that head. 
_ Having the flame object before you, your 
arguments tend uniformly to the ſame end. 
The fallibility of them ariſes from the 
badneſs of the cauſe, not to the inexpert- 
neſs of the advocate. The reverſe, I con- 
ceive, is my own caſe. TI'reſt not my cauſe 
on the turn or ambiguity of an expreſſion. 
I wiſh to write plainly to be underſtood, 
and if I ſucceed to the edification of others, 
I ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied, I cope not 
| with Dr, Balguy's expertneſs a at t argumen- 
D / tation. 
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tatiöfl. 1 have But thels cds in View: the 
cailfe of injuted ttuth, and ithured libet- 
ty; ind 0 relteſt atnbitidn 18 to be a 


:nſt{urnient; in However infefior 4 depree, in 


the ſervice of te Ehittch of Chtiſt; arid tit 
to tht end Willthply labor to reduce the 


Ptoteſtint reformed church of England, to 
be one with the gotfel chutch of Chtiſt, | 


its acknowledged Head and Maſter: | 


A regulat ind Toletht appoifttnent to the 
miniſtry contributes ſo much to decency 
and g order, that it 18 juſtly defenfible 
of that ſcore 6nly. © She Xequitetnenits 


„% . 


bh life ini pedale 07 Ur 0 öf this 


ap ole, f cbnfels myfelf leſs folic: 


ths: and mantis) as it gives offerice, 1 


regret that out chiith rei quires re-ordina- 
tion from Ce, who 145 only been Hain 


Hands on by the prefbytty; while "the Con- 


_ from 1115 Is received with open 


s, and admi ed, ad elndem, without 
quot or debate. 


Moſt cordially do 1 agree with you, that 
the people are net obliged to ſubmit implicitly 
to o the inirutti 2 of their kacke, ſer Bü- 


Mt an 


T1 | 
man teachers may err x; and by the bye, in 
exactly the ſame predicament ſtand . 
Muncfjons as well as human inſtructions, 
whether they originate from congregated 
ſynods, or individual teachers. But it 
ſhould ſeem, from. what has been dropped 
from the pens of ſome advocates, that the 
miniſters being circumſcribed in their 
teachings, ſhould lead to the circumſcrib- 
ing the creeds of the hearers,—or to What 
end confine the- fountain, and leave the 
ſtream to diffuſe itſelf abroad. T his 3 in- 
deed is an argument againſt the utility of 
. certain dogmas, but it goes no farther. 

However, be all this as it may, I would 

rather fee a fellow chriſtian from principle 3 

and conſcience, which will always ſuppoſe 
enquiry, profeſs himſelf in what I judge to 
be an error, than hear him declare bis aſ- 
ſent to my own creed, on an implicit obe- 
dience and faith in me. 

The ſubſequent conſideration which you 
take (p. 14.) as a caveat againſt the paſſing 
of concluſions unfavourable to the church 
of England, ſtands rather as a proteſt 
98 any inimical deſigns in young 
D 2 than 
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d as 4 Tatisfadtory defence of the ne- 


eeſſary conſequences of your principles. 
On a former occaſion you gave a very ſo- 


lemn aſſurance of your intentional defence 
of every religion under heaven. Some re- 
proaches of your mind, the conſequences 


of after- thoughts, have led you here to 
renounce the protection of popery, with 
which you had before taken the right 


hand of fellowſhip, - and walked in bro- 
therly love. To fay the truth, I yet ſuſ- 


pect your converſion to the true proteſtant 
faith; and if at the ſame time you are to 
be credited in your renunciation of the 
principles of popery, you are left between 
two ſtools, poſſibly you may not yet be 
fully perſuaded in your own mind, and if 
ſo, I leave you to your own judgment. 


The further difficulty, and which is of 
the more ſerious nature, is, the conſe- 
quence of your giving up the defence of 
popery. For you now think fit to tell 


us, what is very different from your for- 


mer language, that nothing was meant to 
jaſlify proteſtants j Joining in the ſacri ce of 
"the maſs, in the worſhip of images, in © 
Blind ſubjeion to the decrees of the pope. 

| . =. When 


1 290 
When - theſe extreme caſes bappen, ſay you, 
ave are to obey the evangelical precept, come 
out of ber, my people, ibat e be not parta- 
ters of her fins, and that pe receive not of 

ber plagues *. Here we muſt revert to the 
grand queſtion, who is to be the judge of 
theſe and other like extreme caſes, but the 
individual affected by them? And yet it 
is far from certain, that every individual 
proteſtant will agree with Dr. Balguy in 
what is impiety and idolatry. A very reſ- 
pectable body of proteſtants have diſſent- 
ed, and do diſſent from the church of 
England, wifrbhout having charged her ei- 
ther with impzety or idolatry, tho they 
think her not free from every ſpot or 
wrinkle; and who conſider what you look 
upon as ſmaller improprieties and unimpor- 
tant miſtakes, as ample juſtification of their 
ſeparation. And ſurely theſe good men 
are not to be condemned. Their con- 
ſciences are not to be meaſured by the 
ſame ſtandard with Dr. Balguy's, nor does 


are wrong. 
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it thence follow that he is _ and they 5 


£99) --- 
Bo likewiſe with reſpect to the evange- 
tical precept, each individual muſt abound 
f in his own ſenſe. Some who have ſepa- 
rated themſelves from the national church, 
you condemn as having grounded their ſe- 
paration on ſmaller improprieties and unim- 
portant miſtakes ; and there are others whom 
you condemn for continuing in church 
memberihip, but you are not their judge, 
and to their own maſter they ftand or fall. 
And it is neither by the allurements of 
one ſort of men, nor the inſults of ano- 
ther, that a reaſonable -man is to- be di- 
You proceed, Sir, to pour forth your 
lamentations over the dire effects of reli- 
gious divifions,' as having produced miuch 
miſchief in the world, end likely to produce 
much more x. All is granted you in its 
fulleſt extent, ſo far as concerns the days 
that are paſt ; but fince the power of the 
church is every where declining, and the 
© clergy not held in ſuperſtitious veneration, 
it is not only to be hoped, but to be ex- 
pected, that ſuch miſchiefs as have here- 
tofore abounded, and coyered the world 
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with deduges of blood, will be no more 
repeated; even the odium theologicum is but 
the child of himan impoſitions i in matters 
of faith and doctrine, and when the eſta- 


bliſhment ſhall confine itſelf to its original 

platform; and mutual toleration ſhall be 
allowed by the municipal law, we ſhalt 

mutually feel the full force of the ſpirit 


of the goſpel; in all our debates'on queſ- 
tions which concern religion. Contro- 
verſy will then be the infallible means of 
diſcovering the truth, and each difputant 


will candidly argue with that freedom and 


_ temper, which will bring the debate to a 


ſpeedy, iſſue, and crown the laudable en- 


wy. wil of both with ſucceſs;  -- 


The oppoſite extreme, and We which 


Pour ſermon appears to me to be pregnant, 


is the more probable, and therefore the 
more to be dreaded miſchief. What think 
you, reverend Sir, of an univerſal unifor- 


mity of profeſion,—for of belief it is im- 
poſſible, ſo long as this world remains. 
When from worldly mindedneſs all reli- 
gious principle and ſincerity will be loft. 
This is the proſpect before us ; for this do 
modern infidels . and papiſts con- 


liſtently 


1 
ſiſtently argue: And for this alſo does 
Dr. Thomas Balguy labor; your honeſty, 
Sir, I have no right to queſtion, but your 
confiſtency i is lighter. chan chaff before the 

wind, or air itſelf. | 
The arguments you urge in baer of 
ſocial religion, are only ſuch as preſs for 
acquieſcence in the preſent public liturgy. 
But indeed all you have offered appears to 
be compoſed of ſuch convertible: materials, 
as to apply powerfully againſt your own 
hypotheſis. Al! ue can do, you tay, {peak- 
ing of the people, iv to join in communion 
woith thoſe who differ from us leaſt x. But if 
this is ſo clear a duty in the people, doth 
it not preſuppoſe as clear a duty in the go- 
vernors, to make that communion as open 
as chriſtian worſhip will admit? Doth it not 
argue ſtrongly for as general a form of ſound 
words, as chriſtian charity demands, and 
as human wit can deviſe? Doth it not en- 
tirely exclude a long chain of particular 
and uneſſential doctrinal articles from being 
either expreſſed or conceived in the forms 
of public worſhip ? Doth it not plead for 
the removal of vain repetitions the cor- 
W | rection 
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rection of i inaccuracies, and the moderniz - 
ing of obſolete words? — If theſe are 
truths, and to me they are incontrovertible 
ones, and are immediately deducible from 
your premiſes, the turn of your future 
pleadings and labors ſhould conſiſtently be 
directed the ſame way. 

Again, when at the bottom of the ſame 
page (15) you inſiſt, that it cannot then be 
a reaſon for diſſenting from a national church, 
that many things, as appears to us, may be 
changed for the better, you are putting a 
very concluſive anſwer into the mouths of 
_ thoſe againſt whom, by implication, you 

aimed the ſarcaſm. 

The proteſtant diflentets are well able to 


juſtify their own diſſent, and it would be 

forward in me to take the work out of 
their hands. But it is well underſtcod, 
that your pointed aim is againſt thoſe who 
continue in the church, and yet with her 
human formularies of faith removed, and 
her public liturgy and offices amended. 

That body of men, oſtenſible to you, un- 

der the name of petitioners, only concern- 
ed themſelves with the impoſition of aſ- 
ſent. With the amendment of the litur- 


E | 46 


1 
—— — — —ä—üEẽ— —— — 


py ps 
_—_— IA 
eee eee CE EEE 
* > 


eros ne * 2 


[44]. 
gy, or the truth or falſehood of the doc- 


trines of the articles, they did not concern 


themſelves. Therefore I would not be 


underſtood to involve them in the group of 
thoſe who look further, tho' I will readily 
own myſelf one of both claſſes. 

If then, Sir, you do not allow certain 
perſons to be juſtified in their diſſent, be- 


cauſe they think many things might be changed 


for the better, it is to be hoped you will 
look down with a more favorable eye upon . 
thoſe who, taking the cue, ſhould continuè 
in their preſent ſtations. Arguments con- 


cluſive may fatisfy the continuers, I avow 
myſelf to be one; but I am at full liberty 
to play your little aſſortment of ordnance 
againſt yourſelf, when it ſo oy un 


makes againſt you. 


That paragraph which occupies the two 


laſt pages of your e muſt be affigned 


over to the difſenters, as they alone are di- 
rectly concerned in it. In the mean time 
it deſerves obſervation, that it is very un- 
charitable to pronounce ſo unfavorably on 


| their (motives, as indifcriminately to ſay, 
that they diſſent for” 20 other” TR” than 


lecuuſ⸗ 


\ ; 
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becauſe they (i. e. rules Ul eqn): are 
| preſerived by authority. - 

It is further remarkable, that: er pro- 
greſſive argumentation to the ſovereign au- 
thority would have been equally concluſive 
if carried onward to the pope, becauſe you 
are ſatisfied, that authority once eſtabliſbed, 
muſt be obeyed. And the avowed renun- 
ciation of all connection between the ot 
ward form of our national church, and the 
invifiole kinzdom of Chriſt, is an entire 
giving up the merits of the queſtion in 


parture from the field, after a feeble and 
ineffectual defence, acknowledging the juſt 
cauſe of battle to be in the hands of your 
adverſaries; and alſo as an ample acknow- 
ledgment of the victory of ſcripture, rea- 
ſon and argument, over the powers of 


this world, and the er of an ad- 
vocates. 

_ Moſt heartily do * join with you i in 
your concluding prayer, and with that, in 
perfect _— 1 ſhall take 8 leave of 
r i Ws 1 | | 
c May i 


diſpute, and muſt be confidered as a de- 


— — 
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% May we all of us be careful to-dif- 
charge our reſpettrve duties, to the bonor of 

God, the incregſe of true religion, and the 
Jalvation of our own ſouls | And may we 

never want the aſſiſtance of God's holy ſpirit 

to Herengiben and Jupport our went a- 

vourg. 
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